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FIFTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE AMERICAN 
COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 





Presentep January 18, 1876. 





Tue American Cotonization Society is called upon to commence 
its Fifty-Ninth Annual Report, as it has done so frequently in past 
years, by recording the death of a number of Vice Presidents and Life 


Directors. 
OBITUARY. 


The Society has been bereaved in the decease of Hon. TxHomas 
W. Wirtiams, of Connecticut, who had shown himself deeply inter- 
ested in the cause by numerous contributions, and especially by the gift, 
in 1840, of one thousand dollars to constitute himself a Life Director. 
He was also a Vice President since 1848. In him strict integrity and 
unbending firmness were made attractive by candor, meekness, charity, 
and a simplicity that knew no guile, and the light of an uninterrupted 
cheerfulness shed a charm over his protracted life. 

Hon. Wittarp Hatt, of Delaware, had always ‘been a steadfast 
friend and liberal supporter of the Society, and a Vice President 
since 1840. He was Judge of the United States District Court for 
the State af Delaware for forty-eight years, and discharged its high 
duties with signal intelligence and unquestioned purity. His voice, 
which was often heard from the platform in earnest advocacy of this 
enterprise, now mingles, it is believed, in the praises of those who 
celebrate its triumphs in the upper temple. 

Rosert Hare Ives, Esq., of Rhode Island, was elected a Vice 
President in 1862; but he had previously rendered the Society valu- 
able service by his pecuniary gifts. He was a gentleman most highly 
esteemed by all who knew him, and his name will not soon pass from 
the memories, the hopes, and the loves he inspired. 
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Another faithful and libera} friend of Africa deceased, is Hon. 
Avpert Fearinc, of Massachusetts, a Life Director of this Society, 
so constituted by himself, in 1853. He was one of the originators 
and for twenty years President of the Trustees of Donations for Educa- 
tion in Liberia, and in addition to much persona} labor and time devoted 
to the promotion of the interests of Liberia College, he gave five 
thousand dollars as a permanent fund for its library and twenty-five 
thousand dollars as a permanent fund for the support of the College. 
In his life was exemplified the virtues which constitute the career 
of a good citizen and a Christian. . 

Liberia mourns the death of several prominent and useful citizens, 
among whom may be named Hon. Aucustus Wasnincron, an emi- 
_grant from Hartford, Connecticut, in 1853, and a successful planter 
on the St. Paul’s river and Senator in the National Legislature ; and 
Rev. Jonn Waicut Rosearts, Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in that Republic. Mr. Roberts was born in Petersburg, 
Virginia, in 1815, removed to the Colony with his widowed 
mother and family in 1829, entered the Liberia Conference in 1838, 
and was elected Bishop in 1866. He bore .a high character 
for piety and as an administrator. The career of “ Aunty Rob- 
erts’?? three sons illustrates the elevating effect of our work. The 
oldest, Joseph, was the first colored Governor and the first Presi- 
dent of the Republic, John rose to be a Bishop of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and Henry became an active and popular Physician 
at Monrovia. 


FINANCIAL, 


The balance in the Treasury, January 1, 1875, was 
The receipts during the succeeding twelve months have been— 
From donations 
From legacies 
For education in Liberia 
And from other sources—including $7,615.00 from sale of in- 
vestments, and $267.56 treasury overdrawn, Dec. 31, 1875.. 12,878 


Making the resources of the year 


The disbursements have been as follows: 
For passage and support of emigrants 
For Sinediion in Liberia 
For borrowed money (to send emigrants) returned 
For other purposes 


Total disbursements 
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In view of the universa] commercial embarrassments and depression 
of trade, some diminution was to be expected in our receipts by do- 
nations; but it is also evident that the interests of the Society have 
not met with that response which they merited. To carry on the 
work to a wider usefulness it is required that larger offerings be made. 


EMIGRATION. 


The last Report noticed the departure of the barque “‘ Thomas 
Pope,” on the 31st of October, with twenty-seven emigrants; and 
we now have the gratification to record their safe arrival at Monrovia 
on the 13th of December, and that not a death occurred on the voy- 
age or up to the time of the latest intelligence of them. 

There has been sent to Liberia since the last annual meeting twenty- 
three emigrants, as follows: 

Mrs. Julia Lewis, of Kentucky, by the barque “* Liberia,” July 1— 
by the Pennsylvania Colonization Society. She was accompanied by 
her brother, Rev. Melford D. Herndon, who returned to resume his 
labors among the Bassa tribe. 

Dr. E. A. Z. Klien, an interesting and well-educated young man, 
embarked at New York, October 31, and at Liverpool, November 
13, for Monrovia. 

Our annnal expedition was dispatched by the barque “ Liberia” 
from New York, January 13, 1876. It consisted of Andrew Cart- 
wright and family, (5,) of Elizabeth City, North Carolina; John 
Hardy and family, (5,) and Samuel Barker and family, (3,) of Ply- 
mouth, North Carolina; Charles W. Bryant and family, (6,) of New 
Orleans ; James Harris, of Norfolk, Virginia; and Charles W. John- 
son, of Philadelphia. Messrs. Cartwright and Bryant are licensed 
ministers in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and expect to enter the 
Liberia Annual Conference. Mr. Johnson has been a teacher. Sev- 
eral are industrious farmers who had tried the plan of cultivating Jand 
on shares, but now prefer to go to a country where each family 
receives twenty-five acres of fertile land in fee simple. This company 
are trustfully committed to Him who is “ mightier than the noise of 
many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the sea.” 

Emigration to Liberia every year under the auspices of this Society 
has been uninterrupted for the last fifty-five years. Those now re- 
ported make the number colonized since the war to be three thousand 
one hundred and ten, and a total from the beginning of fifteen thousand 
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and ninety-eight, exclusive of five thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
two recaptured Africans, which we induced and enabled the Govern- 
ment of the United States to settle in Liberia—making a grand total 
of twenty thousand eight hundred and twenty persons to whom the 
Society has given homes in Africa. 

Liberia needs men of faith and purpose, and especially those who 
in themselves illustrate what is possible for the race. There the 
incentives to industry and enterprise, its schools and College, and its 
social and religious privileges, offer to colored people the same attrac- 
tions that bring annually hundreds of thousands of European emigrants 
to the United States. 

That the industrious do well is shown in the following extract from 
a letter published in the Yorkville (S. C.) Enquirer, from Mr. Solomon 
Hill, who removed with others from that county in 1871, at the 
expense of this Society. 


“If a person will half work he can make a good living in Liberia. 
I raised, last year, rice, potatoes, and cassada, of which I had an 
abundance for my own use and a quantity for sale. I have made good 
corn here with no other work than the labor of planting. Of ginger, 
which is a staple product, I have this year planted fifty pounds. I 
have an orchard of 2,000 coffee trees. June Moore has 1,800 trees, 
Joe Watson 800, Scott Mason 1,000, and nearly all of our Colony are 
engaged in coffee-raising. Coffee is worth here 18 cents in gold, 20 
cents in United States greenbacks, and 22 cents in Liberian currency, 
per pound. I am better satisfied than at any time since emancipation, 
and am worth more than ever before.” 


One of the most gifted divines of the Republic, in an address de- 
livered on the occasion of the opening of “ Planters’ Hall,” on the 
banks of the St. Paul’s river, March 22 last, said: 


“We have within our grasp every resource of nature and of popu- 
lation for the unlimited development and diversification of our indus- 
try—for the production not only of whatever is pleasant to the sight 
and good for food for ourselves, but whatever may be demanded by a 
growing and profitable commerce; in a word, we haye within our 
grasp al] that is necessary in the way of natural facilities to make us a 
prosperous, cultivated, and independent people.” 


In an earnest appeal to the “‘ Colored Baptists of the United States,” 
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by Gen. Beverly P. Yates, who has resided in Liberia since 1829, it 
is stated : 


** Here is a great land, and here is a great race, to be elevated and 
saved. Come, then, to our help. You will not come as the Prod- 
igal son, wasted, weary, and wretched, but, like the Israelites of old, 
laden with valuable and precious spoils. You are one in origin with 
us and with the benighted tribes in whose behalf we plead—one in 
interest and one in worldly destiny.” 


APPLICATIONS. 

Increasing numbers of colored people are turning their attention to 
Liberia, with a view of there finding a desirable home and a wider 
and more promising field for exertion and usefulness. Several thou- 
sand persons are at this time earnestly soliciting passage, and other 
thousands might be colonized duting the current year, should the 
means be provided for the purpose. 

From numerous spontaneous applications the following are selected 
as among the most recently received, viz: 


*«« Co_umsus, Miss., November 18, 1875. 
“Dear Sir: In writing you these few lines I feel much depressed 
in spirit. The mass of colored people in this vicinity have almost 
unanimously concluded to emigrate to Liberia. We appeal to you, 
now, for information and assistance. As a class we are poor and des- 
titute of means. As we learn that the vessel is to go over next May, 
we would be glad if you could arrange it so some of us could leave at 
that time. No one but a colored man can realize the circumstances 
by which we, as a race, are surrounded. If you can do anything for 
us, if there is anything that can be done for us, do, for God’s sake, help 
us. We are here houseless, moneyless, friendless, and less everything 

else that pertains to happiness. Help us if you can. 
Yours, &c., W. J. Mrrcwece.” 


“«Mosite, Ata., November 27, 1875. 
«Dear Six: I wrote you a long time ago to say that a colored man 
named Stephen Cephas wished to emigrate to Liberia with a colony 
of forty persons. You replied to me that the funds of the American 
Colonization Society were not sufficient to warrant sending them at 
that time. You afterwards sent word that Mr. Cephas and family 
might go with a company of people who were to go in a short time. 
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Since that, his brother, William B. Cephas, has returned from Libe- 
ria, where he has been living the last seven years, and gives a favorable 
account of the country. 

**I write now, at the request of these two brothers, to inform you 
of an enterprise which they propose to carry out, if practicable. They 
want to get a thousand men, picked men, of course, to go to an ele- 
vated farming country, about 300 miles N. N. E. from Monrovia. 
About fifty of the residents of that city are said to be willing to accom- 
pany such a party. Some of. those wanting to go from here are prop- 
erty holders, and cannot, in the present state of things, sell their 
property except at a great sacrifice. They have, in Mobile, a Board 
of Managers and about 150 names pledged to raise $25 each, and 
would be glad to get a passage to Liberia in the first vessel that sails 
in the next spring. These 150 are all industrious and enterprising 
men, mechanics, farmers, &c. Many of them have families. I have 
known these two brothers a long time, and, as far as I know, they 
have a reputation for truth and integrity. Stephen Cephas has been 
wanting to go to Africa ever since the “surrender ;” and, after ten 
years’ experience in this place, sees, everv year, less of a future for 
the colored man—only a nominal freedom, without equal rights and 
privileges with the white man. Either of the brothers would like 
to correspond with you on the subject of the probable expense, and 
whether any aid can be had from the Society or from outside parties. 
They will do all they can for themselves.” 


LIBERIA. 


Liberia continues to make fair progress in commercial, agricultural, 
political, and religious respects, and to deserve the kindly patronage 
of the country which was the birth-place of many of its inhabitants. 

The late message of President Roberts states ‘that the duties on 
imports and exports for the past fiscal year exceed the amount of the 
previous year by several thousand dollars.” It also mentions the 
“annexation of a fine territory in the Pessey country,” and “the 
cession of the entire tract of land lying between Grand Bassa county 
and the Pessey country, the chiefs and people incorporating them- 
selves with the citizens of Liberia.” 

The Legislature, during its last session, passed an act to incorporate 
the ** St. Paul’s River Steamboat and Tramway Company,” the object 
of which is to establish and increase direct and regular intercourse 
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with the interior, and to develop and utilize, for purposes of com- 
merce, the products which now partly find their way by means of an 
irregular and struggling traffic to various points of the Coast. The 
Company propose to build tramways at convenient distances, and to 
place. steamboats on the St. Paul’s river, in order to facilitate trans- 
portation and promote the civilization of a region of country which 


possesses untold resources. 

Hon. Henry W. Dennis, Secretary of the Treasury, under date of 
June 21, wrote: “Our agricultural operations were never better than 
now, especially in the cultivation of coffee, ginger, and arrowroot. 
The barque ‘ Liberia’ took away, on her recent trip, a larger quan- 
tity of these products than was ever before exported in any one vessel 
from the Republic.” 

At the biennial election held on the first Monday in May, Hon. 
James S. Payne was elected President of the Republic for two years 
from January 1,1876. Mr. Payne accompanied his parents, in 1829, 
from Richmond, Virginia, to the Colony, was educated there, and 
entered the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He has 
already served one term in the Presidential office. 

The Archibald Alexander High School has been reopened at Har- 
risburg, under the charge of Professor Edward W. Blyden, himself 
one of its graduates. It promises to become what it formerly was 
and what is still greatly needed, a manual-labor school of thorough 
training and truly Christian influence. 

The Missionary Advocate, in reporting the proceedings of the Liberia 
Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, at its session 
held in January, at Monrovia, remarks: ‘* The reports from the Dis- 
tricts show- encouraging results. During the year there has been an 
increase in full membership of 208 over the membership of last year, 
and to these are to be added an increase of 60 received on probation 
more than during last year ; so that now the membership in full con- 
- nection and on trial numbers 2,300. During the year the number of 
churches has increased from 24 to 33. The same advance is found, 
too, in the Sabbath-school work, and now 1,721 pupils are being 
instructed in Christian truth on the Sabbath day. Having had a 
pleasant and harmonious session, the brethren returned to their fields 
cheered with hope and believing that the hand of God was with them 
for good,” 





40 Fifty-Ninth Aunual Report of the [ April, 


WAR WITH THE GREBOES. 


It has ever been the desire of the Society and of Liberia to main- 
tain peace with the native tribes by strict adherence to justice. Un- 
fortunately, the “‘Grebo United Kingdom,” embracing the Cape 
Palmas, Fishtown, Middletown, Rocktown, Graway, and Cavalla 
tribes, residing on or near the extreme southern territory of the Re- 
public, have for some time questioned or denied the right of Liberia 
to the land which their fathers sold to the Maryland State Coloni- 
zation Society, as fully set forth in deed signed and witnessed Febru- 
ary 13, 1834. 

Early in the year, the Greboes having assumed a threatening attitude, 
the Government commissioned President-elect Payne to investigate 
and adjust their alleged grievances; but one only of the dissatisfied 
kings met him, while the rest treated his request for a conference 
with contempt. Other efforts were made to prevent a resort to war, 
but without avail. 

September 8, hostilities were commenced by the Greboes opening 
a brisk fire on Hoffman station; on the 1oth, they attacked Philadei- 
phia, the most interior settlement from Cape Palmas; on the 11th, 
they fired upon Jacksonville, and later in the day upon Harper; on 
the 12th, Philadelphia was assaulted by a much larger force than be- 
fore; and on the 14th, Tubmantown was attacked. In all of these 
attacks but few persons were killed or wounded on either side, and 
the Americo-Liberian residents of the places named were in each 
instance victorious, 

Acting President Gardner, by advice of the Cabinet and several 
prominent citizens, whose counsel was invited in the matter, made a 
call for 400 men from Montserrado county and 200 men each from 
Grand Bassa and Sinoe counties. These were promptly furnished ; 
and armed and provisioned were dispatched and landed in Maryland 
county on or about the 14th of September. 

The movements and operations of this force, antie command of 
General Crayton, are thus succinctly given in a communication from 
Rev. Samuel D. Ferguson, dated Cape Palmas, October 30: 

**On Saturday, gth inst., after some cannonading, the army took 
up the line of march towards the principal native town. They ar- 
rived there at night and bivouacked. Early in the morning they 
opened fire upon the enemy, and a severe conflict ensued; but after 
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three hours hard fighting they were compelled to retreat. They did 
not expect to find a strong barricade just at the point of attack. The 
enemy had considered the probability of an attack from this quarter, 
and so prepared to meet it. The position, too, proved to be most 
unfavorable. The army was crowded in a narrow passage, arid, as a 
consequence, could not fight to advantage. It is also said that the 
guns which many of the soldiers used were inferior. God was very 
gracious in preserving the lives of the people. Although there were 
so many right abreast of the barricade, from behind which the enemy 
poured volleys of deadly fire, the loss on our side was only twelve 
killed, one missing, and about forty wounded. ‘The enemy’s loss has 
not been ascertained, but it must have been considerable.”’ 


Mr. Ferguson further states : 

“ After the battle, the men of Jacksonville thought best to remove 
their wives and children to a safer place; and so, very imprudently, 
left their village unprotected. The natives discovered it, and made 
good use of their chance to destroy the place. Every house was re- 
duced to ashes. This is the second village that we have lost. Phila- 
delphia was voluntarily abandoned, and, in like manner, destroyed by 
the enemy. 

“On Monday, the 11th inst., the natives, emboldened by their 
success on the previous day, attacked Tubmantown. They went in full 
force and seemed confident of victory ; but, as in every case where they 
have been the aggressors, they were made to beat a hasty retreat. 
Their loss in killed and wounded is said to be great. One of their 
leaders was killed. On our side only one man was slightly wounded. 

“Of course, the Government must put down this rebellion whatever 
it may cost to do so. But the defeat shows the necessity of greater 
preparation. It is no insignificant foe that we have to contend with, 
and therefore the treasury as well as the brain of the country will be 
greatly taxed, perhaps as never before. The natives have been pre- 
paring for this war for several years. Their intercourse with foreigners 
has been extensive, and it has afforded them facilities for procuring 
guns and ammunition of superior quality. Many of them own and 
use the Snider rifle. They are, too, I regret to say, in a great measure, 
encouraged in their rebellion by unprincipled English traders, who, — 
to avoid having to conform to our tariff law, would like to have us out 
of the way.” 
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The latest advices received represent that Maryland county has 
been placed in charge of a Military Governor, and orders have been 
given to withdraw all but about 200 soldiers, who are to act strictly 
on the defensive. 

To have yielded to the demands of the Greboes would have been 
the practical surrender of Maryland county, and the opening cf the 
Republic to a succession of attacks from native tribes, all of whom 
might repudiate, as the Greboes endeavored to do, the sales of land 
made by their forefathers to the Colonization Society or to Liberia, 
after occupation and improvement for more than a generation. 

The attention of the President and Cabinet having been invited to 
the condition of affairs and to the exposed state of American commerce 
in that quarter of the globe, orders were dispatched from this city, 
early in December, for the naval steamer “Alaska,” twelve guns, 
forming a part of the European squadron, to proceed from the Medi- 
terranean direct to Monrovia, and thence to Cape Palmas. It is 
understood that her commander has been instructed to remain at least 
ninety days on the Coast of Liberia for its succor and defense, the 
punishment of hostile natives, and the promotion and protection of 
legitimate trade. The friends of Africa will rejoice with the Society 
that the Government of the United States, in looking after the persons 
and lives of its citizens, and their property, has been mindful also of 
the interests of humanity. The favor thus shown will be gratefully 
appreciated by Liberia, which, it is safe to say, has suffered less from 
the hostility of the aborigines than did the early settlers of the 
American Colonies. 


SURVEY OF AFRICA. 


A letter has been received from Robert Arthington, Esq., an English 
Vice President of this Society and a zealous friend of Africa, dated 
Leeds, April 14, proposing to “‘ subscribe £500 towards a sum to be 
subscribed in America, at our request or instance, of a sufficient num- 
ber of thousands of pounds, to justify the constitution of a Company 
and the formation of a Directorate of most carefully chosen men, in 
order to survey, in the most thorough and scientific manner, the coun- 

, try in Africa between the St. Paul’s river of Liberia and the Joliba 
branch of the Niger, and to construct a railway thereon.” 

We trust that such a survey may be promptly undertaken and com- 
pleted. Explorations are progressing into various parts of the Conti- 
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nent. Germany is operating along the Equatorial Coast; France is 
pushing inland from the Senegal ; and England is examining the Nile 
basin. The Congress of the United States has money to spare for 
Polar expeditions, for watching solar eclipses and the transit of Venus, 
and for sounding the sea, but as yet it has not made an appropriation 
for the exploration of a Contineat to which the American people are 
largely and peculiarly indebted. 


THE AMERICAN CENTENNIAL. 


The American Nation will celebrate, this year, the one hundredth 
anniversary of its National Independence. 

Among the leading events which have taken place during the present 
century there is none more illustrative of the spirit of American civil- 
ization than the organization of this Society and the establishment, 
under its auspices, of the Republic of Liberia. 

Among the stirring activities of the present age and the numerous 
enterprises, political, social, and philanthropic, which have been 
inaugurated, the opening of the vast African Continent and the enlight- 
enment of its millions of inhabitants stand pre-eminent. 

If the materia] progress of Liberia in fifty years is not what some 
might have been led to expect, it must be remembered that the history 
of that young Republic has been singular and exceptional. It was a 
Colony founded by a small number of people of color, who determ- 
ined to leave the country of their birth, where they had been subject 
to slavery and proscription, and proceed to the land of their ancestors, 
where, delivered from the presence of a dominant race, they might 
have full scope for untrammeled development. ‘They went out at the 
expense of a Society dependent for its existence and supportupon 
voluntary contributions, and limited, by the institution which held 
the great mass of the colored population under its sway, in its selection 
of materials. 

And the aid which the Society has been able to render to Liberia 
has been, for the most part, especially during the last thirty years, 
only indirectly given, through the provisions they have been able to 
make for the temporary support of emigrants introduced into the 
country. 

The Society has done all in its power, limited as that power has 
necessarily been, to place the Liberian establishment on a proper 
footing; to maintain for fifty years a Christian community on the 
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West Coast of Africa. And notwithstanding numerous discourage- 
ments the results have been, upon the whole, of a highly salutary 
character. 

Liberia was planted by American energy and enterprise on a spot 
of West Africa where, for centuries before, Europeans had sought in 
vain to gain a foothold. And at the time that the emigrants from the 
United States landed at Cape Mesurado where now stands the capital 
of the Republic, that part of the Ccatinent was the scene of untold 
horrors. The slave-traders, who, in co-operation with the native 
chiefs, had carried on for hundreds of years their diabolical traffic, 
were in undisturbed and unquestioned possession of the six hundred 
miles of Coast, which now forms the seaboard of the Liberian terri- 
tory, and the interior, for hundreds of miles, was the sanguinary area 
of their relentless operations. 

For the first thirty years of their residence the settlers had to 
maintain an almost uninterrupted struggle with the slave-traders, who 
sought by all the means in their power not only to annoy and weaken, 
but to extinguish the Colony, for they saw in its rise the instrument 
of their ruin. They often instigated the natives, whose “‘ vested in- 
terests ” were largely involved in the traffic, to make war upon defense- 
less settlements, and on more than one occasion the whole Colony 
was well nigh blotted out. The annals of that Republic are marked 
by the most striking providential interpositions, which may be taken 
as the gracious sanction. put upon the work by the God of nations. 

Liberia has not only succeeded in suppressing the trans-Atlantic 
slave-trade from that portion of Africa, but it has diminished the rigors 
of the domestic or internal slave-trade by the humane laws imposed 
upon the aborigines, and by presenting asylums in all its settlements, 
into. which domestic slaves, if ill-treated, may take refuge and secure 
their freedom. ‘The suppression of the foreign slave-trade has given 
rest and opportunity to the natives to engage in the peaceful occupa- 
tions of husbandry and in the activities of a growing and lucrative 
trade. On the seaboard they are producing increasingly, for export, 
palm-oil, cam-wood, and ivory, and in the interior, they raise large 
quantities of cotton and manufacture “country cloths,” thousands of 
which are taken to the seaports annually for sale. In many native 
districts the people are emulating the example of the Liberians in the 
culture of coffee and sugar-cane. 

The American Colonization Society then has not only been able 
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to rescue hundreds of miles of Coast from the influence of cruelty and 
bloodshed, but it has broken down the barriers which centuries of 
ignorance and superstition had raised against Christianity, and has 
opened an effectual door for the entrance ot the Gospel into the heart 
of Africa. 

The schools which the Society and the various Missionary Boards 
have established and maintained within the jurisdiction and under the 
protection of Liberian laws, have produced men of ripe scholarship, 
who are now taking prominent positions in the Church, in the School, 
and in the State. 

But the work of the Society is by no means, as some have supposed, 
at an end, because the slave-trade is abolished on the West Coast of 
Africa and slavery is extinct in the United States. Taking the compre- 
hensive view of the subject entertained by not a few of the founders 
and early friends of the Society—a view which contemplated the regen- 
eration of a Continent, in the inauguration and promotion of which 
Christian colored people from this country were to form important 
elements—it must be admitted that our work is only commenced, 
Liberia holds but a narrow strip of land on the Coast. The task of 
taking possession of the interior, of assisting American people of color, 
who may desire it, to find a home on the salubrious highlands of the 
interior, to settle and build up a prosperous nationality in the land of 
their ancestors, is still only in its incipiency before the Society. And 
this isa work which neither the American Government nor Missionary 
Societies in this country can prosecute with the facilities which, from 
its constitution, scope, and experience, are within the power of the 
American Colonization Society. 

In view, then, of the work which the Society has already been per- 
mitted to accomplish, and which it still aims to achieve, but few 
persons will deny that it is entitled to look for cordial encouragement 
and assistance from the General and State Governments, as well as for 
the support which the public opinion of this great and growing nation 
ought to afford. 
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MINUTES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 
SOCIETY. 


Wasuinoton, D. C., Yanuary 18, 1876. 

The Annual Meeting of the American Colonization Society was 
held this evening, commencing at 74 o’clock, in the New-York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, the President, Hon. John H. B. Latrobe, in the 
chair. . 

Rev. George W. Samson, D. D., of New York, led in prayer. 

The Fifty-Ninth Annual Report of the Society ws presented 
and extracts therefrom were read by Mr. Coppinger, Corresponding 
Secretary. 

The Society was addressed by Rev. Julius E. Grammer, D. D., 
of Baltimore. 

A note dated Washington City, 17th instant, from Commodore 
R. W. Shufeldt, was read, expressing regret that the temporary 
loss of his voice by a bronchial affection would prevent his addressing 
the Society as expected; when Rev. Edward W. Appleton, D. D., 
of Philadelphia, read an address prepared by Commodore Shufeldt 
for the occasion. 

Rev. William Ives Budington, D. D., of Brooklyn, then delivered 
an address. 

The Society adjourned to meet to-morrow at 12 o’clock M., in the 
Colonization Building. 

Rev. James Mitchell, of Wytheville, Virginia, pronounced the 
benediction. 


Cotonization Rooms, January 19, 1876. 

The American Colonization Society met to-day at 12 o’clock M., 
pursuant to adjournment : President Latrobe in the chair. 

The minutes of the meeeting of last evening were read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. Almon Merwin, and Rev. Drs. E. W. Appleton and S. Irenzeus 
Prime were appointed a Committee to nominate the President and Vice 
Presidents for the ensuing year. 

On motion of Hon. G. Washington Warren, it was 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to call upon the President of the United 


States and Cabinet, and urge upon them the recommendation to Congress of the 
establist:ment of a monthly mail to Liberia. 
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Judge Warren, Rev. Drs. John Maclean, William H. Steele, and 
David Inglis, and Mr. Merwin were appointed the Committee, 

Mr. Merwin, chairman of the Committee on Nominations, pre- 
sented and read a report, recommending the re-election pf the present 
President and Vice Presidents, and nominating as additional Vice 
Presidents, Rev. William Ives Budington, D. D., of New York, and 
Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, of Pennsylvania. 

Rev. Jabez P. Campbell, D. D., of Pennsylvania, and Rev. Henry 
M. Turner, D. D., LL.D., of Georgia, werc also nominated as Vice 
Presidents. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee's report be accepted and the nominations approved, 
and that the Society elect the persons nominated, viz : 


PRESIDENT. 
1853. Hon. Joun H. B. Larrone. 


VICE PRESIDENTS. 


1833. Moses Allen, Esq., New York. 1861. Hon. William E. Dodge, N. Y. 
1838. Hon. Henry A. Foster, N Y. 1866. Hon. James R. Doolittle, Wis. 
1838. Hon. James Gasland, Virginia. 1867. Samuel A. Crozer, Esq., Pa. 

1841. Thomas R. Hazard, Esq., R. I. 1869. Hon. Fred. T. Frelinghuysen, N. J. 
1843. Hon. Lucius Q. C. Elmer, N. J. 1869. Rev. S. Irenzus Prime, D. D., N.Y. 
1845. Hon. Joseph R. Underwood, Ky. 1869. Rev.B.I.Haight, D.D.,LL.D.,N.Y. 
1849. Rev. Lovick Pierce, D. D.,, Ga. 1869. James B. Hosmer, Esq., Conn. 
1851. Rev. Robert Ryland, D. D., Ky. 1870. Robert Arthington, Esq., England. 
1851. Hon. Frederick P. Stanton, D. C. 1872. Rt. Rev. John Johns, D. D., Va. 
1853. Hon. Horatio Seymour, N. Y. 1872. Rev. Ed. P. Humphrey, D. D., Ky. 
1853. Rev. Howard Malcom, D. D., Pa. 1872. Harvey Lindsly, M. D., D. C. 
1853. Rev. John P. Durbin, D. D., N.Y. 1873. Hon. Charles S. Olden, N. J. 
1853. Edward McGehee, Esq., Miss. 1874. Rev. Randolph S. Foster, D. D., O. 
1854. Rev. Edmu'dS. Janes, D. D., N.Y. 1874. Rt. Rev.Wm. B. Stevens, D. D., Pa. 
1854. Rev. Matthew Simpson, D. D., Pa. 1874. Hon. Eli K. Price, Pennsylvania. 
1854. Rev. Levi Scott, D. D., Del. 1874. Rt. Rev. Gregory T. Bedell, D. D.,O. 
1854. Rev. Robert Paine, D. D., Miss. 1874. Theodore L. Mason, M., D. N. Y. 
1854. Rev. Edward R Ames, D. D.,Md. 1875. Levi Keese, M. D., Mass. 

1854. Rev. James C. Finley, Illinois. 1875. Rt.Rev.M.A.DeW.Howe,D.D.,Pa. 
1854. Hon. John F. Darby, Missouri. 1875. Samuel K. Wilson, Esq., N. J. 
1854. Rev. Nathan L. Rice, D. D., Ky. 1876. Rev.Wm. I.Budington, D. D., N.Y. 
1854. Hon. Joseph B. Crockett, Cal. 1876. Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, Pa. 
1859. Hon. Henry M. Schieffelin, N. Y. 1876. Rev, Jabez P. Campbell, D. D., Pa. 
1861. Rev. J. Maclean, D.D., LL.D.,N.J.1876. Rev. H.M.Turner, D. D.LL.D., Ga. 
1861. Hon. Ichabod Goodwin, N. H. 


The figures before each name indicate the year of first zlection. 
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On motion, it was 


Resolved, That when the Society adjourns, it adjourn to meet at such time and 
place as the Executive Committee may appoint. 


On motion, adjourned. 





MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
Wasuincton, D. C., January 18, 1876. 


The Board of Directors of the American Cotonization Society 
met this day at 12 o’clock m., in their rooms in the Colonization 
Building, 450 Pennsylvania Avenue. 

The President of the Society, Hon. John H. B. Latrobe, called 
the Board to order, and at his request, Rev. William Ives Budington, 
D. D., led in prayer. 

Mr. William Coppinger was appointed Secretary; and the unprinted 
parts of the minutes of the last Annual Meeting were read. 

Mr. Merwin; Dr. Parker, and Judge Warren were appointed a 
Committee on Credentials ; who reported the following named Del- 
egates as appointed by the Auxiliary Societies for the year 1876, viz: 

Connecticut Cotonization Society.—Rev. John W. Chickering, D. D. 

Massacuusetts Cotonization Sociery.—Hon. G. Washington Warren, Dr 
Henry Lyon, Prof. John W. Chickering, Jr. 

New Yorx Cotonization Sociery.—Rev. William Ives Budington, D. D., Rev. 
David Inglis, D. D., Theodore L. Mason, M. D., Almon Merwin, Esq., Alfred L. 
Taylor, Esq. * 

New Jersey Coronization Society.—Rev. John Miller. 

Pennsytvania Cotonization Sociery.—Rev. Edward W. Appleton, D. D. 


The following Direcrors were reported to be in attendance : 

Lire Dieecrors.—Rev. John Maclean, D. D. LL. D., Rev. John Orcutt, D. D., 
Prof. Joseph Henry, LL. D., Charles H. Nichols, M. D., Rev. S. Irenaeus Prime, D. 
D., Rev. William H. Steele, D. D., Rev. George W. Samson, D. D. 

Executive Commitres.—Harvey Lindsly, M. D., Joseph H. Bradley, Esq., Hon. 
Peter Parker, Hon. John B. Kerr, President James C. Welling, LL. D, 


Whereupon, on motion, it was 


Resolved, That the report of the Committee on Credentials be accepted and approved, 
and the gentlemen named be received accordingly. 





* Not in attendance. 
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Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, of Philadelphia, Pa., and Rev. James 
Mitchell, of Wytheville, Virginia, were invited to seats in the Board 
as corresponding members. K 

The Corresponding Secretary presented the Fifty-Ninth Annual 
Report of the Society, which was read. 

Mr. Bradley presented and read the Statement of the Executive 
Committee for the past year. 

The Treasurer presented and read his Report of receipts and 
disbursements during the year 1875. 

The President appointed the Sranpinc Committees, as follows : 


Commitrez on Forticn Retations.—Rev. John Maclean, D. D., Hon. Peter 
Parker, Rev. S. Ireneus Prime, D. D. 

Commitree on Finance,—Hon. G. Washington Warren, Rev. William Ives 
Budington, D. D., Joseph H. Bradley, Esq. 

Commitree on Avuxitiary Societizs.—Rev. John Orcutt, D. D., Charles H. 
Nichols, M. D., Rev. David Inglis, D. D. 

CommitTgee on Acencies.—Harvey Lindsly, M. D., Rev. Edward W. Appleton, 
D. D., Rev. William H. Steele, D. D. 

Committee on Accounts.—Almon Merwin, Esq., Rev. John W. Chickering, D. 
D., Henry Lyon, M. D. 

Committee on Emicration.— James C. Welling, LL. D., Rev. George W. Samson, 
D. D., Rev. John Miller. 

Committee on Epucation.—Rev. George W. Samson, D. D., Hon. John B. 
Kerr, Prof. John W. Chickering, Jr. 


On motion of Rev. Dr. Maclean, it was 


Resolved, That the Annual Report of the Society, Statement of the Executive 
Committee, and the Treasurer's Report, with the accompanying papers, be accepted; 
and that so much of them as relates to Foreign Relations, Finance, Auxiliary Societies, 
Agencies, Accounts, Emigration, and Education, be referred to the several Stand- 
ing Committees in charge of those subjects respectively. 


On motion, it was 
Resolved, That 2 Committee be appointed to nominate the Secretaries and Executive 
Committee for the ensuing year. 


Rev. Drs. Maclean, Appleton, and Steele were appointed the 
Committee. 

Rev. Mr. Miller presented and read several resolutions, which were 
respectively referred to the Standing Committees on Foreign Relations, 
Agencies, Emigration and Education. 
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On motion, it was 
Resolved, That when the Board adjourns, it adjourn to meet in these rooms to- 


morrow, at 10 o'clock a. M. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, it was 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to consider what further reductions, if any, 
can be made in the expenses of the Society. 

President Welling, Judge Warren, and Dr. Nichols were appointed 


the Committee. 
The Board then, on motion, adjourned. 


' 
Cotonization Rooms, January 19, 1876. 


The Board of Directors met, pursuant to adjournment ; President 
Latrobe in the chair; and Rev. Samuel E. Appleton, led in prayer. 

The minutes of the meeting of yesterday were read and approved. 

Judge Warren, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Finance, 
presented and read a Report; which was accepted and approved. 

Rev. Dr. Inglis, from the Standing Committee on Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, presented and read the following Report; which was accepted 
and approved, viz: . 

Your Committee on Auxiliary Societies beg respectfully to recommend that the 
attention of the friends of the Colonization cause in those States where there are now 
no Auxiliaries, especially in the Southern and Western States, be called to the urgent 
claims which our cause has upon the liberality of the Christian public, with a view to 
the establishment of State or local Auxiliaries wherever there is a good prospect of 
success. Your Committee are greatly encouragad in making this recommendation by 
letters received from prominent gentlemen in different sections of the country, 
expressive of their deep interest in the continuation and progress of our work. 


Dr. Lindsly, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Agencies, 
presented and read the following Report; which was accepted and 
approved, viz: 

The Committee on Agencies report that they have given the various snggestions 
submitted to them careful consideration, and they concur in the resolution passed at 
the last meeting of the Board of Directors, viz: “We earnestly recommend to the 
Executive Committee to employ whatever instrumentalities they may judge wisest to 
arouse the public mind in behalf of the work and claims of the Society, and to 
obtain more enlarged means of carrying it on.” 
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The Board, at 12 o’clock, took a recess for the business meeting of 
the Society; and, after a brief season, the Board resumed its session. 

Mr. Merwin, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Accounts, 
presented and read the following Report; which was accepted and 
approved. 


The Committee on Accounts have compared the charges on the books with the 
vouchers for the year 1875, and find the same correct, with the accounts overdrawn to 
the amount of two hundred and sixty-seven dollars and fifty-six cents ($267.56) 
balance against the treasury. 


President Welling, Chairman of the Standing Committee on 
Emigration, presented and read a Report; which was accepted and 
approved. : 

Rev. Dr. Samson, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Educa- 
tion, presented and read the following Report; which was accepted 
and approved. 


Your Committee have carefully reconsidered the facts brought to view during the 
past three or four years as to the condition of education in Liberia, and to the fresh 
developments of the vast year. There are in the Republic two classes of schools, as 
there are in our Republic, the public schools and the mission schools—the former 
under the supervision of the Government of Liberia, the other under the care of mis- 
sion societies of different Christian denominations. The public common schools, de- 
signed to reach all the children and to train the whole people to common ideas and 
interests, have partly failed of success: first, for the want of intelligent and faithful 
Government supervision; and, second, from lack of competent and responsible 
teachers. The mission or church schools do a good work for a certain class; but to 
train one class in a community from their childhood to ideas and habits diverse from 
those of other classes—the very question in American elementary education now to 
be met—is to strike at the very root of that homogeneousness among citizens, without 
which republican institutions cannot be maintained. In that higher education, col- 
legiate and professional, however, which only certain classes need, but which those 
select classes must have, the very. life of Republican institutions requires, as Guizot has 
argued—not the rigid uniformity which imperialism in France imposed, but the stim- 
ulus of denominational enterprise which gives such practical efficiency to the education 
received in American colleges. The Liberia College in this respect stands in a pecu- 
liar position, since it must, in order to be efficient, have the double supervision of the 
Liberian Government and of its American founders. 

Two or three different suggestions have been discussed, and the time seems to have 
come wher action must be taken, or all efforts to promote the educational interests of 
Liberia will decline instead of advancing. It has been suggested that white teachers 
be employed in the schools and in the College of Liberia; but this plan is subject to 
all the objections applicable to white supervision in Church or State in any department 
of Liberian affairs. The plan so long urged by President Roberts, both as the head of 
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the Republic and of the College, presented two years ago, is, however, not subject to 
such objection. It is that the Executive Committee, as the agent for or representative 
of the various benevolent organizations in the United States, which are furnishing 
schools to Liberia, co-operate with the authorities of the Liberian Republic in securing 
a co-operative system of school supervision, which shall make the common schools, 
the mission schools, and the College three co-operative Departments—the first furnish- 
ing primary, the second academic, the third collegiate instruction. 

An added suggestion of value is presented in the resolution referred by the Board to 
your Committee. It is that appeals be made to the young men now being educated 
in this country to direct their attention to Africa as the field where their services will 
realize most for themselves and their race. While the former suggestion promises to 
give the needed supervision to Liberian schools, the latter would tend to furnish a su- 
perior class of teachers. 

In closing their review your Committee make the following recommendation : 
They renew the suggestion that, by correspondence with the mission Societies having 
schools in Liberia, the Executive Committee seek to secure the co-operation of these 
Societies with the Liberian Government in elaborating a system of co-operation between 
the existing schools. 


Rev. Dr. Maclean, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Foreign 
Relations, presented and read a Report; which was accepted and 
approved. 

President Welling, Chairman of the Special Committee to consider 
what further reductions, if any, can be made in the expenses of the 
Society, presented and read a Report; which was accepted and 
approved. 

Rev. Dr. Maclean, Chairman of the Special Committee to nominate 
the Secretaries and the Executive Committee, reported verbally, 
recommending the re-election of the following: 


Generar Secretary.—Rev. John Orcutt, D. D. 

CorresponpInc SecreTary AND Treasurer.— William Coppinger. 

Executive Commitrer.—Harvey Lindsly, M. D., Joseph H. Bradley, Esq., William 
Gunton, Esq., Hon. Peter Parker, Hon. John B. Kerr, Charles H. Nichols, M. D., 
and James C. Welling, LL. D. 


Whereupon, on motion, it was 


Resolved, That the report be accepted and approved, and that the Board elect the 
persons nominated by the Committee. 


On motion, it was 


Resolved, That our grateful acknowledgments zre due to Rev. Julius E. Grammer, 
D. D., Commodore R. W. Shufeldt, and Rev. William Ives Budington, D. D., for 
their able and excellent addresses delivered last evening st the Anniversary of the 
Society, and that copies be requested for our archives. 
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Resolved, That our cordial thanks be given the Pastor and Trustees of the New- 
York Avenue Presbyterian Church, for its use last evening for the Annual Meeting of 
the Society. 


On motion of Rev. Mr. Miller, it was 


Resolved, That in response to a question from the Executive Committee as to 
instructions as to method of compensating Agents, the Board refers the whole matter 
to the Executive Committee with no reserves except a desire that the wishes of 
Auxiliary Societies be consulted in cases involving their own field of labor. 


On motion of Judge Warren, it was 
Resolved, That when the Board adjourns, it adjourn to meet at such time and place 


as the Executive Committee may appoint. 


On motion of Rev. Dr. Prime, it was 


Resolved, That the Treasurer in his Annual Report be requested tu state the sources 
from. which all the income of the Society for the year has been derived, and that his 
report be accompanied with a tabular statement of the amount of money contributed 
from each State, District, or Territory, so far as it is within his power to report the 
facts; and further, that a tabular statement be submitted every year of the property 
held by the Society, the mode of investment, and the income derived therefrom. 


On motion of Mr. Merwin, it was 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be presented to the President, for the able 
and dignified manner in which he has presided during the present meeting. 


On motion of Rev. Dr. Maclean, it was 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be given to Mr. Coppinger for his faithful 
and efficient services as Secretary of this meeting. , 


The Board united in prayer, led by Rev. Dr. Maclean, and then, 
on motion, adjourned. 


Wituiam Coppincer, 
Secretary of the Board. 





EXPEDITION FOR LIBERIA. 


Thursday, January 13th, twenty-one promising emigrants embark- 
ed at New York on the barque “Liberia,” Captain Richardson, for 
Monrovia. Two of the number, Rev. Andrew Cartwright and 
Rev. Charles W. Bryant, expect to join the Liberia Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. This company was sent by the 
American Colonization Society 





Roll of Emigrants for Liberia. 


ROLL OF EMICRANTS FOR LIBERIA. 


By Barqve Liperia, From New York, Janvanry 13, 1876. 


From New Orleans, La., for Monrovia. 





Name. Age. | Occupation. Religion. 








| Charles W. Bryant Minister. Methodist. 
Dilsay Bryant BO | nccccccccssecvecscessvecce] SAOUROGISS. 
Mary Bryant 7 

| Daily Bryant 4 

| Martha Bryant................... 2 

B | BOR SEGRIOR.....0corsvcrseneses] 38 Methodist. 








From Elizabeth City, N. C., for Monrovia. 


Andrew Cartwright : Minister. Methodist 
Rosanna Cartwright............. } . Methodist 
Maria Cartwright é Methodist. 
Lucy Cartwright : 

Mary Cartwright 9 I... Methodist. 





From Plymouth, N. C., for Brewerville. 


} 
Samuel Barker......... ..........| 29 | Carpenter. Methodist. 
Clementine Barker | 24 | Methodist. 
Captain Barker ......... +++! 
John Hardy 7 Methodist. 
Jane Hardy i Methodist. 
William Hardy 
Love Ann Hardy..............+. 
Samuel Warner .................-| Farmer. Methodist 





for Monrovia. 


James Harris 


From Philadelphia, Pa., for Arthington. 


21 | Charles W. Johnson............. 26 | Teacher. 
| | | 


Nore.—The foregoing named persons make a total! of 15,098 emigrants settled in Li- 
beria by Taz Amzrican Cotonizartion Soctery. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR SETTLEMENT. 


The desire to remove to Liberia is steadily increasing. ‘Thousands 
would go this year if the means were provided. The applicants, all 
of whom are self-moved, are residents of various localities in most 
of the Southern States, especially Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
and the Carolinas. Many colored persons in the West Indies would 
also gladly go, and aid in strengthening negro nationality in Africa. 
No larger or more noble field can be found for intelligent enterprise 
and Christian usefulness. Will not the American Colonization Soci- 
ety be enabled to send those best prepared for the great part they are 
evidently intended, by divine Providence, to take in the glorious work 
of civilizing and evangelizing their ancestral Continent? 


DR. SKINNER. 
BY REV. E. W. HORNE, 
Formerly Principal of Monrovia Academy, Liberia. 


A few months since, there died in the village of Greenport, L. I., respected and 
lamented by the whole community, Dr. E. D. Skinner. He was throughout his life 
intimately connected, in one way or another, with the fortunes of the Republic of Li- 

“beria, and, therefore, this short sketch finds ap propriate place in this periodical. 

He was born in Lebanon, Connecticut, June 27, 1808, and, at the age twenty years, 
went to attend medical lectures at Bowdoin College. A severe cold was taken, which 
settled on his lungs and laid the foundation for enfeebled health all the days of his life. 
Through the skillful efforts of his father, himself a practicing physician, the son was 
so far restored as to be able to continue his studies and to graduate an M. D. in 1829. 
In the spring of 1830 he located in Greenport, N. Y., and became to the community, 
in truth, a ** Beloved Physician.” The following autumn found him solicited to accom- 
pany his brother, the Rev. Benjamin R. Skinner, to Liberia, whither the latter had been 
appointed as Missionary by the Baptist Board of Missions, but, deeming it inexpedient 
to go at that time, he declined, with the idea strong in his mind that in a year 
or so he might be able to join his brother on those needful but unhealthy shores, 
and labor for the benefit of the colored colonists. This hope was, in a very brief time, 
utterly cut off by the unexpected death of his brother and wife and their two children, 
but his interest in the Colony and her various fortunes never died out. He continued 
to the end of life a firm believer in the plans and labors of the Colonization Society for 
ameliorating the condition of the colored race, whether in this country or in their native 
land. 

When the Rev. Ezekiel Skinner, M. D., the father of the subject of this notice, 
was appointed Colonial Physician to Liberia,in 1834, and accepted the appointment, 
t was natural that the inte rest of the son in the prospects of the Colony should receive 
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an added impulse. From that time the Arrican Rerosrrory was a twice welcome 
visitor. He read it with thoughtful care, and was glad of an opportunity of talking 
about the interests of the Republic. Dr. Skinner was a member and an officer of the 
Baptist Church, in which he maintained a good standing until he was elevated, we 
believe, to the Church triumphant. He was ever ready to aid pecuniarily the cause 
of Christ and its affiliated institutions; and, on his death-bed, only regretted that his 
life had not been more faithful and earnest. His was a toilsome warfare, especially 
because of his enfeebled health ; yet was he ever found ready to respond to the calls 
of the sick, never refusing his professional services to those whom he knew were not 
able to remunerate him. 

He was married to Miss Mary B. Read, of Ashford, Connecticut, sister to the wife 
of his brother, Rev. B. R. Skinner. His health had been for three years increasingly 
declining, and on February 17, 1875, he sunk to his rest in Jesus, aged 67 years. His 
funeral was attended by almost the entire community, and his pastor, the Rev. Chas 
E. Hiscox, took for his text, “ He saved others; himself he cannot save.” 





PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE AND INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 


The Annual Message of President Roberts, which bears date De- 
cember 17, 1875, is mostly taken np with a presentation of native 
affairs and difficulties. He states that not only is Cape Palmas guarded 
by the Government cutter Emmy, but it is occupied “‘ by two hundred 
men—that is, one hundred from the ist regiment and fifty from the 
2d and 3d, respectively—until such time as the Government can pro- 
cure the Snider or other improved arms, or the Legislature shall take 
such action in the premises as they, in their judgement, may deem 
best.” He also states that the “‘ natives continue ever and anon to fire 
upon, attack, or in other ways to annoy the settlement, but they are 
invariably repulsed;” and that “‘there are many and weighty rea- 
sons why this war should be prosecutéd to a successful issue by the 
Republic.” 

President Roberts mentions that he is expecting “one of the ships- 
of-war of the Government of the United States to proceed to Cape 
Palmas,” and “that this manifestation of friendship toward us by a 
nation to whom we are so peculiarly allied is very gratifying.” 

The President says that he left Monrovia on the 27th of June, in 
one of the mail steamers, and, duly reaching England, remained there 
until he took passage “for home,” arriving on the zgth of November, 
but he has “not fully realized a restoration to health,” nor does he 
find himself ‘improved in this respect” as he would like. 

President Roberts declares that “‘ nothing has transpired within the 
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year to impair the friendly relations between this and other nations,” 
and “in the abundance of the harvests which has attended the labors 
of the agriculturists, and in the success experienced by those engaged 
in commercial, mechanical, or other pursuits, we cannot fail to 
acknowledge the goodness of God.” 

_Hon, James Spriggs Payne was inaugurated President of Liberia, at 
Monrovia, Monday, January 3. Mr. Payne was born in Richmond, 
Va., in 1820, and was taken to the then colony by his father, Mr. 
David M. Payne, who was ordained a minister in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church by Bishop George, arriving there March 21, 1829. 
The President was educated in Liberia, and served from 1842 to 1859 
in the active duties of the Methodist Episcopal Mission in that 
Republic, and from 1848 to 1858 as presiding elder. ‘The present is 
his second term of two years in the Presidential office of his adopted 
country. 

We have space only for the following brief extract from the inau- 
gural address of President Payne: “‘ Having maintained our position 
for so many years amidst the barbarous thousands which surround us, 
their confederation and hostile intentions, though influenced and aided 
by unprincipled foreigners, will not be allowed to dispossess us if we 
are united, prudent, temperate, and look to God with the trusting 
faith which influenced the men of former days, and by which they 
were made one of the sublimest spectacles the pages of history 


records.” 


DEATH OF PRESIDENT ROBERTS. 


Hon. Joseph Jenkins Roberts, whose decease at Monrovia on the 
24th of February has been announced by cable from London, was 
born of free parents at Norfolk, Virginia, March 15, 1809. His 
youth was passed in Petersburg, Virginia, where he obtained the 
elements of a plain education, principally while running a flat-boat on 
the James and Appomattox rivers. He accompanied his widowed 
mother and two younger brothers to Liberia, arriving there on the 
21st of March, 1829. Engaging in mercantile pursuits and growing 
successful and popular, he was called to various offices of public trust, 
among others that of Lieutenant Governor, which position he held 
at the time of the death, in 1841, of Hon. Thomas Buchanan, the last 
white governor of the colony. He also greatly distinguished himself in 
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several fights with the natives for the extirpation of the slave trade, in 
all of which he and his command were conquerers, and the aiders and 
abettors of that infamous traffic were routed. 

The American Colonization Society appointed Mr. Roberts to 
succeed Governor Buchanan, and he remained Governor till 1847 ; 
when the Liberians, with the cordial consent of the Society, having de- 
clared themselves ‘a free, sovereign and independent State, by the name 
and title of Liberia,” they unanimously chose him President. He was 
re-elected in 1849, 1851, and 1853, and again in 1871 and 1873, each 
time for the constitutional term of two years. He therefore served 
six years as Governor and twelve years as President of his adopted 
country, He was appointed in 1856, by the Trustees of Donations, 
at Boston, President of Liberia College, which position he held at the 
time of his death. Mr. Roberts also rendered valuable service to the 
Republic during numerous visits abroad, having obtained as presents 
at one mission a vessel of war from the English Government, and a 
thousand zouave uniforms and the requisite arms, &c., from the 
Emperor Napoleon. 

Mr. Roberts united with the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Petersburg, Va., before he emigrated to Liberia, and throughout 
his conspicuous career evinced an earnest interest in the progress of 
true religion in Africa and elsewhere. He was a man of high in- 
tegrity, and remarkable diplomatic ability, wise and faithful, and in 
all the relations of life pure and blameless. He has departed full 
of honors, leaving a widespread fame and an honored memory, of 
which his country and race may be justly proud. 


THE WAR AT CAPE PALMAS. 


Intelligence from Liberia represent that on the 24th November, 
the natives attacked Jacksonville, which had been re-occupied by the 
American settlers, but they were made to leave without harming any 
one On the 28th, and again on the 8th December, they assaulted 
Tubmantown. “The latter was a severer battle than ever before at 
that place. It resulted in one man killed on the Liberian side, and 
many of the enemy killed and wounded. They were compelled to 
leave one of their dead on the field: a thing which they have never 
done before, and aiways take care to prevent, when they have the 
least chance. I believe Gop is with His people, otherwise we 
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would soon be swallowed up by the host of savages that seek our de- 
struction.” 

The United States steamer “Alaska,” Captain Semmes, arrived at 
Monrovia February 3, and left for Cape Palmas on the 12th, arriving 
there the following day. “Negotiations were promptly opened, and 
it was supposed a treaty of peace would be signed on the 26th of 
February. 

We publish the following card, dated Department of State, Monro- 
via, November 15th, 1875: ‘* The present method is adopted to con- 
vey the grateful acknowledgments and thanks of the Republic of 
Liberia to the merchants—foreign and Liberian—farmers, and all 
others who so readily and liberally came to the aid of the Govern- 
ment in the preparation of the expedition to and in the prosecution 
of the war in Maryland County. Also are these tendered to the 
friends, both abroad and at home, for the kind efforts for and the 
relief so generously afforded to the sick and wounded, and the at- 
tentions shown to these sufferers after their return to their homes, as 
well as for the assistance rendered to the distressed citizens of that 
County. J. E. Moore, Secretary of State.” 





TO THE MEMORY OF THE LATE REV. RALPH RANDOLPH GURLEY. 
Saint of God, thy life here ended, 
Oh how sweet has been thy rest! 
Since the angel band descended, 
And conveyed thee to His breast, 
In His fair, 
Celestial mansion, 
To abide forever blest. 


Blest! yea, far beyond expression, 
All thy works for Him now known, 
Following in sublime procession, 
Soon to greet thee at His throne; 
There those meek 
But great achievements, 
God before all worlds will own. 


Lofty talents, rare in measure, 
Thou did’st bring to Christ's employ ; 
At His feet their brilliant treasure, 
All was laid with childlike joy; 
Now upon his brow 
They sparkle, 
Jewels dimmed by no alloy. 
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To thy gentle winning spirit, 
Many a proud distinction came; 
Never even a demerit 
Threw its shade upon thy fame ; 
Sought with reverence, 
Lovely alway, 
Was thy presence and thy name. 


Thousands here thy mem'ry blessing, 
O’er thy loss most deeply mourn, 
Oft their lips thy worth confessing, 
Show thee on their hearts still borne. 
Noble Christian! 
Thy example - 


Bright thro’ many an age will burn. 


Yet thee, too, earth called to trials, 
Darkest hours of grief and pain, 
Weariest cares and self-denials: 
Heaven thee welcomes, but to reign. 
To its highest 
Heights of glory, 


Bids thy raptured soul attain. 


What tho’ where thy dear dust sleepeth 
None are found a stone to raise! 
While her homes Liberia keepeth, 
Ever will resound thy praise ; 
She thy pure, 
Unseltish greatness, 
With a filial love displays. 


Costliest monuments shall crumble 
"Neath the ceaseless tread of time; 
Flattery’s words too oft but humble 
Lives they seek to make sublime ; 
But thy name’s 
Enduring sweetness, 


Precious is in every clime. 


Now for thee all griefs are over, 
And on yonder radiant shore 
Thou hast only to discover 
New delights in endless store, 
In the Saviour's 
Blissful presence, 
To rejoice forevermore. 
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Annual Meeting in Washington. 


Correspondence of the New York Observer. 
ANNUAL MEETING IN WASHINGTON. 


If your readers have thought that the cause of African Colonization 
was declining, they should have heard the eloquent addresses before 
the American Colonization Society on Tuesday evening, January 18, in 
the City of Washington. The President, J. H. B. Latrobe, Esq., was 
in the chair. Rev. Dr. Samson offered prayer. The report read by 
Wm. Coppinger, Esq., showed that the receipts of the Society by 
donations had been $6,971.32, and by legacies $1,042.85, and from 
all sources $23,230. The number of emigrants to Africa is restricted 
only by want of means to send them, ‘Thousands want to go. 

Rev. Julius E. Grammer, D. D., then delivered an elaborate argu- 
ment on the history, progress, and prospects of Liberia, the expediency 
and duty of furnishing aid to colored people to emigrate to that Re- 
public. 

Commodore Shufeldt was to speak, but, being detained by illness, 
his address was read by Rev. Dr. Appleton, giving the most satisfac- 
tory testimony to the prosperity of the Republic, and recommending 
to the Government the establishment of a line of mail steamers be- 
tween Monrovia and the United States. 

Rev. Dr. William I. Budington followed with an address of great 
eloquence and power, full of the loftiest patriotism, and the most 
glowing hopes for the future of Africa and Africans, 

Since the last annual report there had been sent to Liberia twenty- 
three emigrants. The annual expedition had been despatched by the 
barque “Liberia” from New York, January 13, 1876, containing, 
among others, two licensed ministers of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, who expected to enter the Liberia Annual Conference. 
For the last fifty-five years emigration to Liberia had been uninter- 
rupted. Those now reported make the number since the war 3,110, 
and a total number from the beginning of 15,098, exclusive of 5,725 
recaptured Africans whom they have induced and enabled the Gov- 
ernment of the United States to settle in Liberia, making a grand total 
of 20,823 persons to whom the Society had given homes in Africa. 
Several thousand persons are at the present time earnestly soliciting 
passage, and other thousands might be sent out during the current 
year should means be provided for the purpose. 

The Society spent two days in its business meetings, and on Thurs- 
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day a delegation, with ex-President Maclean, of Princeton, at its head, 
called upon the President of the United States, the Secretary of the 
Navy, the Postmaster General, and the Secretary of State, and urged 
the Government to direct the vessels of war to call regularly at Mon- 
rovia, and thus to establish a line of communication with the Republic 
of Liberia. The delegation was received with great courtesy, and 
the suggestion will receive careful attention. 

The late “ war” in Liberia, it is thought, will result in strengthen- 
ing the prestige of the Republic and developing its power to maintain 
its ground, Facts in the annual report were given to show the pro- 
gress of the people in self-support, and the increasing attractiveness of 
Liberia as a home for the African race. 
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AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


Orgauised, January 1, 1617. Incorporated, March 22, 1837, 
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ARTICLE 1. This Society shall be called *‘The American Colonization 
Society.” 

ARTICLE 2. The object to which its attention is to be exclusively directed 
is, to promote and execute a _ for colonizing, with their own consent, 
in Africa, people of color residing in the United States. 


ArTicLx 3. Every citizen of the United States who shall have paid to 
the funds of the Society the sum of one dollar, shall be a member of the 
Society for one year from the time of such payment. Any citizen who 
shall have paid the sum of thirty dollars, shall be a menrber for life. And 
any citizen paying the sum of one thousand dollars, shall be a Direct- 
or for life. Foreigners may be made members by a vote of the Society or 
of the Directors. 

ARTICLE 4. The Society shall meet annually at Washington on the 
third Tuesday in January, and at such other times and places as they shall 
direct. Atthe annual meeting, a President and Vice Presidents shall be 
chosen, who shali perform the duties appropriate to those offices. 


Arricie 5. There shall be a Board of Directors com posed of the Direct- 
ors for life, and of ~ hy from the several Auxiliary Societies. Each 
of such Societies shall be entitled to one delegate for every five hundred 
dollars paid into the treasury of this Society within the year ending on 
the day of the annual meeting. 


Articir 6. The Board shall annually appoint one or more Secretaries, 
a Treasurer, and an Executive Committee of seven persons; all of whom 
shall, ex affcio, be members of the Board. The President of the Society 
shall also be a Director, ex officio, and President of the Board; but in his 
absence at any meeting a Chairman shall be appointed to preside. 


ARTICLE 7. The Board of Directors sha!l meet in Washington at twelve 
o'clock M. on the third Tuesday of January in each year, and at such 
other times and places as it shall appoint, or at the request of the Execu- 
tive Committee, and at the request of any three of the Auxiliary Sucieties, 
communicated to the Uorresponding Secretary. Seven Directors shall 
form a quorum for the transaction of business. 


ARTIcLK 8. The Executive Committee shall meet according to its own 
appointment or at the call of the Secretary. This Committee shall have 
discretionary power to transact the business of the Society, subject only to 
such limitations as are found in its charter, in this Constitution, and in the 
votes that have been passed, or may hereafter be passed, by the Board of 
Directors. The Secretary and Treasurer shall be members of the Commit- 
tee ex officio, with the right to deliberate, but not to vote. The Committee 
is authorized to fill all vacancies in its own body ; to appoint a Secretary 
or Treasurer whenever such offices are vacant; and to appoint and direct 
such Agents as may be necessary for the service of the Society. At every 
annual meeting; che Committee chal| report their doings to the Society, 
and to the Board of Directors. 


ARTIcLE 9. This Constitution may be amended upon a proposition to 
that effect, made and approved at any meeting of the Board. of Directors, 
or made by any of the Auxiliary Societies represented in the Board of Di- 
rectors, transmitted to the Secretary, and published in the official paper of 
the three months before the annual meena: purvees such amend- 

e the sanction of two-thirds of the rd at its next annual 
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| THE AFRICAN REPOSITORY, 
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